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i. The origin of tho National Front coalition dates back to March 196 when, 
under the auspices of the Sudan Graduates' General. Congress, the four 
parties in the National ‘ront agreed to participate in sending a dele- 
gation to Cairo. This <elegation euphasized the patriotic duty of 
avery Sudanese to be urited with his Deyptian brother in the union of 
the {!ile Vailey. In Suptenber 1947 the first signs of disagreement 
were manifest when Yahya Fadli, SecretaryeGeneral of the ashiqga Party 
and the chief represertative of that party in. the delegation, vas 
accused by sone nenbers of using his political influence to effect 
corrupt trade practises. Following the request that Fadli resign 
from the delegation, 'Ali Bireir and certain others also wanted to 
withdraw. Thereupen, on 15 Noverber 1917 the delegation held a neeting 
in Cairo, at which the najority of its nerbers voted in favor of 
returning to the Sudan. These included Nanid Salih, Dardiri Ahnad Ismail, 
Ahnad Kheir, 'Ali Eireir, and Tawfiq Ahuad Bakri. Only two nmenbers, 
Isiail Azhari and iuhannad tur-al-Din, voted to contime the work of 
the delegation in Crire. 


2, In February 198, Y:hya Fadli was acclained at a gathering of the 
Asnigga Youth in Omurnan, at which he made a speech attacking the 
Unionist Party and the members of the delegation who had accused 
him of dishonest dealings in Cairo. He claimed that the accusations 
against hin were untrue and stated that all he had done was to place 
the distribution of irade licenses in the “gyptian Ministry of Commerce, 
rather than in the *.dan agency in Cairo. Fadli was absolved of any 
misconduct by the Ashiaga Party and the Sudan Graduates' Congress, vas 
reinstated in the Sudimese Delegation, and ordered to return to the 
delepation in Cairo. In an exchange of telegrans with Cairo, Aghari 
reneved his pledge to work until the evacuation of the Nile Valley had 


been completed and unity under the crorm of the beloved King Faruq had 
been achieved. Document No. q 
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Nevertheless, the delegation at this tine wus in a precarious position, 
as most of its members had either ceased all activity or had returned 
to the Sudan. Ahmad Muhammad Kheir, a lawyer of Wad Medani and a non- 
party representative, was the only nomAshigga mexber of the delegation 
left in Cairo. He also disagreed with the Ashigga policies, attacked 
Azhari in the Egyptian press, and finally decided to return to Khartoun. 
ibrahin Mufti, Manager of the Congress office in Cairo, was recalled to 
Khartoum in April 198 to review the situation with the Ashiqga Party 
and the Graduates! Congress Executive Committes. 


Early in May 1948 an agreement was reached in Khartoum by three unionist 
parties of the National Front and the Graduates! Congress to reconsti- 
tute the Cairo delegation. The Unionist Party alone declined to partici- 
pate, on the grounds that the delegation had outlived its usefulness, 
but the Unionist Party expressed its willingness to cooperate with the 
others in "internal activity." This coalition of the three National 
Front parties designated five members to form the reconstituted Cairo 
delegation, excluding the Unionist Party. Ismail Asharl would contime 
as the Graduates Congress representative in the delegation, and would 
also retain the Presidency. Muhammad Nur-al-Din, ‘Ali Bireix and 
Hasan Tahir Zarruk would be the representatives of the Ashiqqa, the 
Unity of the Nile Valley, and the Liberal-Unionist Parties, respectively. 
The fifth member was to have been Hamid Salih, an independent. It was 
also planned to form a committee in Khartoum to act in a liaison 
capacity between the delegation and the parties; and another comnittes 
to organize and lead the Graduates’ Congress and the parties in their 
internal struggle against "imperialist schemes." 


This agreement, however, was short-lived, since the Unionist Party 
soon bevan to attack the Ashiqga Party and Aghari for insisting upon 
maintaining a useless delegation in Cairo, whose sole purpose was to 
enjoy an easy life in luxurious hotels, thus avoiding the necessity of 
conducting the struggle at home. after explaining why the Unionist 
Party wanted to concentrate on internal action, the officers of the 
Party began publishing accounts of the lavish life of the Ashiqaa 
delegates, claiming that the delegation in the latter part of its stay 
in Egypt had lost its popularity with the Egyptian people and wanted 
to remain there with the sole object of leading an easy life while 
supporting Pasha's goverment, in return for favors. Under 
the fire of the Unionist Party, the three other unity parties, nhich 
had been reconciled to the formation of a new delegation, soon engaged 
in a new dispute among themselves with regard to the selection of 
representatives. The Ashigqga Party objected to the commercial activi- 
ties of Ali Bireir who, thereupon, unleashed a new attack upon Ashari 
and hia Ashiqga comrades in the Egyptian press, by publishing articles 
supported by documentary evidence in order to prove that the Ashiqqa 
members had exploited their political position to make money through 
the granting of trade permits, This dispute delayed the reconstitu- 
tion of the delegation until the Unity of the Nile Valley Party agreed, 
under pressure, to replace 'Ali Bireir with ancther representative. 
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On 29 May 198, Muhommad Nural-Din, Vice-President of the Ashigga 
Party and newly-chosen representative of the Party in the delegation, 
went to Khartoum with new instructions from the Leyptian Government. 


Education Fund. Subsequently, the 


to have restored part of this sum to 


He had been the chief liaison official between the Ashiqqa Party and 


his latest contacts with 


Egyptian Government was reported 
hin, 


In spite of these reverses, Hasan Tahir Zarruk, the representative 


of the Liberal-Unionist Party, was 


sent early in June 1918 to join 


Azhari in Cairo, in an effort to salvage the remnants of the Sudanese 


Delegation. The Unity of the Nile 


effect that the Ashiqga Party was not motivated by a desire for united 
action but wanted only to satisfy personal grudges, as shown by its 
objection to the appointment of 'Ald Bireir. This animosity was in 
creased by the fact that ‘Ali Bireir, who is a successful merchant in 
Cairo, had checked upon and revealed the corrupt commercial activities 
of a few Ashiqqa Party members in the delegation, who were exploiting | 
the prestige of the delegation for their selfish notives. Furthermore, 
the Ashiqga Party was accused of having accepted a new forma for 
united action only as a political maneuver to deceive the other 
National Front parties. The Unity of the Nile Valley Party announced 
its decision to direct ite representatives in Cairo to cooperate with 
other national organizations within the limits of the Party's princt- 


ples, but to disregard the so—call 


ed Sudanese Delegation. 


The disintegration of the Sudanese Cairo Delegation was completed after 
the Unity of the Mile Valley Party's attack upon the Ashiqqa Party. The 


latter retaliated by attacking the 


leaders of the Unity of the Nile 


Valley Party as enemies of the national novenent, repudiating all 
charges, exonerating Azhari and Yahya Fadli, and by renewing the abusive 
treatment of 'Ali Bireir. The situation remained tense throughout July 


and August and was accentuated by 
of Ismail Azharil and ‘Alf Bireir, 


the accusations and counter-accusations 
On 16 July 1948 Sayyid ‘Umar Khalifa 


‘Abdullahi, a visiting Khatmia sect leader, was requested by Egyptians 


to effect a reconciliation of the 
to have lunched with him in Cairo, 


two antagonists. They were reported . 
but subsequent events proved that 


‘Addullahi's efforts had not met with success, 
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Yoliowing an Ashiqqa Youth resolution to support Ismail Azhari's 
mission in Cairo, on 12 August 1948 a Congress Conference in 
Omdurman nade several decisions, including unanimous approval of 

3 motion renewing its faith in the remants of the Sudanese Dele- 
gation headed by Aghari, and supporting his views on remaining in 
Sairo. On 1) August 198 Sudanese elements in Cairo, under the 
leadership of "ALL Bireir, formed the External Struggle Front, which 
is independent of the dissolved Sudanese Delegation, headed by 
Tsmail Azghari. 


In September 198 two Sudanese pro-unity delegations left Cairo for 
Paris to contact the United Nations independently, with regard to the 
Sudan question. As anticipated, these missions were headed by 
azghari and 'Ali Bireir. Trygvie Lie, Secretary~Genseral of the 
United Nations, received Bireir at the Chaillot Palace early in 
Oetober 1916. According to press reports, Bireir demanded the 
unity of the Nile Valley under King Farug and gave the Secretary- 
General a report on the Sudan question. The latter promised to 
study the question and to make a special file on it. Bireir's 
delegation aiso visited Ceneral de Gaulle. Upon his return to 
Gaire, Bireir said that his mission had contacted thirty delegations 
in Paris. Ismail Aghari's mission was engaged in sinilar activities 
in Paris, and on 6 October 1918 he left Paris for the Sudan, where 
ha planned to attend the Sudan Graduates' Congress elections. He 
left tro Ashiqaa colleagues in Paris to continue his work. 


NTROL = U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


CONFIDENTIAL — 


Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002100750009-1 


